Whe is it, speske of
defoat 7
I tell you & csum
Iike ours ;
Ts grester than defest
can know—
It is the power of
powers. .

As surely as the earth
roile round
As surely as the
glorious sun
Brings the great world
moon wave,
Must our Caumse be
won !
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To begin with, the agitator made his first
appearance among the crews of the war
ships laying at Spithead in the early part
of the year 1797.  The result of the agita-
tion was the first sailor’s strike, and after
work had been knocked off for some time,
and after three men had been shot on the
« Red Sands” of that vear (the 7th of May)
the strike ended entirely to the satisfaction
of its promoters.  On May the 10th of the
same year Richard Parker, a supernumer-
ary «aman on board the * Sandwich,”
headed another sailors’ strike for the men
forming the crews of warships laying at
Sheerness and the Nore. This strike is
officially labelled “The Mutiny of the
No-e,” and it was not so successful.

On Monday, June 26th, 1797, Richard
Parker was condemned to death by a jury
of admirals and naval officers, and within
24 hours was hanged like a felon at the
-yard-arm of his ship by the very men he
had endeavoured to benefit. Hundreds of
others were hung, or sent to long terms of
imprisonment for the part they took in that
strike, although at its settlement “agree-
ments” had been entered into and * con-
cessions” promised, and although the Go-
vernment of the day had promised that
there would be no *¢ victimizatio,,” The
immediate effect of such unjust tactics was
to stifie any further attempt to redress
gricvances by agitation, and to a certain
extent right up to the present day discip-
line in the navy has only been maintained
by the fear of drastic punishment rather
than by the hope of any reward, for it is
common knuwledge that a crime that
would be adequately met in the Civil
Courts by a punishment of a month’s im-
prisonment might easily spread to ten
years’ penal scrvitude if tried under naval
disciplinary measures. However, reforms
are slowly making their appearance under
the white ensign, and though many of the
grievances that Parker died trying to re-
dress still exist, the sailors” pocket money—
one cannot call it wages—shows an upward
tendency.,

We are more interested in the mercan-
tile marine, however, and bad as things
were in the navy it must be admitetd they
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were infinitely worse in the merchant ser-

vice. Brutal, murdering, and thieving
owners controlled this business absolutely.
They employed the most refined SCOundrgls
of the profession to aid them in their vil-
lainics as masters of their vessels.  They
made riches by shipwreck They starved
their seamen. They plundered the
merchants they carried for. They en-
gaged in cvery trade, no matter how
horrible.  We have read of the horrors of
the Middle Passage and the terrible treat-
ment of the poor, iron-bound, sea-Sick
slaves that these old villains stole from
their native freedom. What heartrend-
ing tales could be told about the doings of
these so-called God-fearing gentlemen,
who were in reality devils incarnate, who
tontrolled the over-sea carrying trade of
this country, and upon whose liberality the
old-fashioned sailor depended; for until
the passage of the first ¢ Merchant Ship-
ping Act” of 1854 he had no “rights” of
hisown. Kven after that Act had become
iaw the drowning for insurance money
-~ was continued, and the feeding of mer-
chant scamen upon the rotten refuse of
the Navy went on. So that, in conjunc-
tion with the horrible living accommoda-
+ tion on board ship, thousands of seamen’s
lives were sacrificed yearly, to which must
be added many more murdered by direct
brutality, ‘ :

Scurvy and other terribly disfiguring .

diseases were things every sailor made the
acquaintance of, No wonder the sailor
Wwas painted as a “ Jolly Jack;” no won-
der he sang his lively songs of the sea ; no
wonder the sanctimonious people who pro-
fiied by guiling him built Bethels for him.
¢, indecd, was good company; he, in-
deed, was a careless Jolly Jack ; he,
indeed, was a balmy, blithering idiot.
Bad and all as his conditions were,
there was no attempt to hide them from
Public knowledge, and when Jack was
thrown ashore penniless, and his money
kept from him by the thieving shipowner,
it was put down to ¢ Jack’s jolly, careless
mawre.” When he was sold like a bullock
A Smithfield, it was only another proof of
his carelessness, and the crimp went to
Church and thanked God “that he had
Plucked another brand-from the burning,

L

"I advise them to read it.
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and compelled a careless, jolly sailor to
obey the law and eat not idle bread.

‘When a ship disappeared with her crew -

the song was changed, and the bravery of
British seamen took its place. Never a
word about insurance money‘'l—never a
word suggesting murder.

But that was not to go on for ever, at
least not so openly, and one day in the
year 1875-——the 22nd of July—a gentle-
man, Mr. Samuel Plimsoll, Member of
Parliament for Derby, in moving the
adjournment of the House of Commons,
during the discussion concerning the with-
drawal of a Government’s Merchant Ship-
ping Bill, said—

“I beg to move the adjournment of the
House. I earnestly entreat the right hon.
gentleman the Prime Minister not to con-
sign some thousands of living men to an
undeserved and sudden death.

“1 believe, and do not hesitate to say,
without charging the President of the
Board of Trade with a breach of faith or
trickery, that after the first thirty clauses
of the Bili (that which was being with-
drawn), which merely related to maiters
of slight alteration in the law, the
rest of the Bill was so drawn as to
afford the greatest facilities for death
dedling and for hdstile amendments. I
adhere still to that opinion,
House to understand the position of this
question. Since 1862 the Board of Trade

have "allowed matters to get worse and .

worse—(here the hon. gentleman spoke
with studied emphasis)—and they have,
with the aid of shipowners of murderous
tendencies outside the House; but who are

amply represented by shipowners of mur-

derous tendencies inside the House - (cries
of ¢ Order ”)—frustrated and talked to
death every effort to procure a remedy for
this state of things. (Cries of “ Name”). I
will give names presently. I ask hon.
members if they have seen in the
papers Lord Gifford’s judgment respect-
ing the ship ‘Bard of Avon. If not,
(Cries of

‘Order.’). 1 must and will speak out,

A friend of mine has told me that he does-.

not know of a single ship which has been
broken up voluntarily by her owners be-
cause she was worn out for thirty years,

- These ships gradually pass from hand to
“hand, until they are bought by some

needy and reckless speculator,” by whom
they are sent to sea, with precious human
lives on board. I have had a list care

fully prepared from 15,000 vessels classed
at Lloyds. No fewer than 2,654 vessels
have gone off their class and have for-
feited their position, And what are the
consequences of this? It is that hundreds
and hundreds of brave men are continu-
ally being sent to death, and their wives
are made widows and their children
orphans, so that a few speculative scoun-.
drels, in whose breasts there is neither
the love of God nor the fear of God, may
make unhallowed gain (“Hear, hear,”
and “Oh.”)

“There are shipowners in this country
who have never either built a ship or
bought a new one, but are simply wha
-are called ¢ ship-knackers’.” s

“The Speaker—*I mustpoint out to the
hon. member that his speech—or the
greater part of his observations —have
reference to a Bill which is set down for
consideration this very day. His obser-
vations would be quite in order if made
on the order that that Bill be discharged ;
but he is not at liberty to discuss on a
motion for adjournment the merits of any
Bill which is before the House.” (“Hear,
hear,” '

Mr. Plimsoll - ¢ Then, sir, I give notice
that on Tuesday next I will put the

following question to the President of

the Board of Trade. I will ask the
honourable gentleman whether he will
inform the House as to the following
ships, ¢ Thetis,” ¢<Melbourne,’ ¢Norah
Grey,” all lost in 1874, with 87 lives, and
the ‘Foundling’ and the ‘Sydney Grey,’
abandoned in the early part of this year,
representing in all a tonnage of 9,000
tons ; and if he will tell the House whether
the registered owner of these ships is
Edward Bates, the member for -Plymouth,
or some other person of the same name
(loud cries of “Order” from the Con-
servative side, and ironical cheering and
laughter from the Liberal side)? And, sir,

- I will, ask some questions about members

I want the .

of this side of the House also (laughter on
.the Conservative side and severe cries of
“ Order” on the Liberal side). I am deter-
mined to unmask the villains who send
to death and destruction (loud cries of
“ Order” on both:sides, in‘ the midst of

~which Mr. Plimsoll -left his seat, and

walking up to -the table, stood in the
middle of the floor facing the Speaker;
he then went towards Mr. Disraeli and
shook hls clenched fist at a few feet from
Mr. Disraeli’s nose, and- having done that,
shook his fist at‘the other side of  the
House, and, amidst the greatest uproar,
resumed his seat. _
Everyone knows how Mr. Plimsoll fought .

his fight for seafarers:and everyone knows
he was successful. He saved thousands of

‘sailors’ lives, yet sailors are such jolly, care-

less fellows that there is not a single monu-
ment to him in any of ‘our seap-rts ; though
one cannot see the trees for effigies of men,
whose fortunes were built  upon the bones
of -drowned sailors and washed with the
tears of their women kind and their child-
ren. His grave is unmarked by a single
wreath expressive of the thanks and ad-
miration of the sailors he helped. What
a lot of jolly dogs! . They say sailors don’t
forget; they do. - R
Up to the time_that Mr. Plimsoll changed
the law, there was no national movement
for seafarers, but_well on in the 80'sa
pioneer in a national ‘movement rade his
appearance in the person of Mr. Joseph
Havelock Wilson, and as he was better
versed in the requirements of seamen, and
personally knew all their grievances, Mr.
Plimsoll gladly supported his leadership, in
a movement destined to remould the con-
ditions of a sailors employment in every
grade, - S
There is no need for me to recount all
that Mr. Wilson ‘has done. He is . still
alive and * kicking” for the men; ~The
success of his attacks on the citadel of cor-
ruption and robbery that was the strong-
hold of what is styled the shipping inter-
ests is evidenced by the existence of that
costly “ragged army,” the Shipping Fede-
ration. T : N
Some of the little benefits sailors received
through Mr. Wilson’s efforts, backed by
the support of the Union he organized, are
— Wages increased 56 per cent., conditions
improved, quarters made healthy, food im-
proved, and quantity and variety increased,
compensation for-accidents, passage home
expenses from Continental ports, &c.
These are just a few of his victories.
Time enough to write his biography when
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‘he is no more, and a better pen than mine

is available. I hold no brief for the gentle-
man, but I trust. that it will be permitted
for me to express the wish that in his case
sailors will not forget. : o
- And so we have reached the present
day. Sailors split up into sections, aristo-
cratic master sailors, scientific. mechanical
sailors, marling spike sailors, steering
sailors, sudgee-mudgee sailors, and clinker
picking sailors, each with their own little
grievances, each opposed, bitterly and clas-
sically, to the others. _
The port watch-doing a little more
scrubbing or coaling than the starboard
‘watch, which in turn will try and beat the
port watch. The fireman claiming a
superior right to consideration. because he
shovels coal only.. .The master and officers"
maintaining a class or cloth distinction that

is at least amusing. And the engineers

claiming some sort -of superiority because
an engine they never built goes as fast as
its builders intended it to go And the
whole lot together going to the bottom in
such a huddled up mixture that no one, in
the course of a week or two, could distin-
guish who it is that is entitled to the brass
handled coffin, o “who the fire bars and
canvas, o ’ ‘
Sailors, you are still- the jolly, careless
Jacks of old, though dressed in modern
clothes. You.are still the balmy idiots
you were If you'weren’t you would re-
cognise thatyour interests are so bound up
together that you are all being exploited
by a far more clever foe than formerly—
the paid manager. You would recognise
that not one of you,. including the brass-
bound captain aft, is paid wages equal to
that of an ordinaty servant girl when com-
fort is considered. You would recognise
that for you to be paid on the same stan-
dard that ordinary -labour demands ‘on
shore the minimum wage for sailors should
be at least £10 per month and a guarantee
of continual employment. % '
#If there is the least doubt about this, -
just consider over two-thirds of the people
of this country depend upon the sailor for
the very food they eat. - Without him han-
ger and want would stalk, gaunt and grim,

through the land. : If shipowners made no -

profit by his tabour the Nation would have
to provide for him out of public money or
starve,  One branch of the sea service—

Y

the Navy—is publicly owned, is non-pro-
ducing, and most costly.  Yet, there is no
limit to the money that the country willing-
ly pays to maintain an -efficient Navy.
There is no position in the Mercantile
Marine as good as its corresponding posi-
tion in the Navy., . The commander of the
finest and the fastest of our merchant ves-
sels is not the equal of an insignificant
commander of an cbsolete floating battery
that flies the White Ensign : :
- Yet the merchant ship is far more im-
portant. The food of the people is far
more necessary than ¢ Dreadnoughts” that
would be absolutely useless as grain’ car-
riers, and without' the merchant sailor the
Navy would be at the mercy of the
smallest’ maratime power that chose to

attack.it.

Now shipowners do make a profit By a

sailor’s labour, and a profit that is far in
excess of that made in other forms of
business ventures - The average shipowner
is at least a millionaire as can be easily
proved by reference to the published
wills . of deceased ~members - of that
class, ~ They have all been guilty- of -

using' the national resources to keep their -
~ sailors at the lowest standard of life and

wages. . They have filled their ships with
cheap Lascars and Chinamen to force the
standard of life of British seamen down to
the level of these nationalities. There is-
at the present moment between forty and
fifty thousand of these cheap, unwanted
foreigners in the British merchant service,
while -hundreds of thousands of our own

. -people are being driven from their homes.

to a strange Tand. The shipowners have
opposed every mavement that has been
attempted  to improve the lot of every

sailor.” ‘They have. sent their ships to sea

badly found in every requisite, even short

of the means of saving life. They have so -

codded their master sailors into the belief
that they arc something different to the
sailors -who. live forward, and have suc-

- ceeded in obtaining his assistance in keep-

ing the -shackles on the unfortunate men in
the lower ranks. '

The ‘case of the “ Titanic ”’ is sufficient
proof of the carelessness of shipowners in
the provision of suitable life-saving re-
quireménts , in ships where their own kin
may . be passengers. How much more
careful do you think they would be when
it is only the lives of their sailors that ar
to be considered? : '

What are the people of this country
doing to allow such a pack of vultures as

‘the shipowners are to jeopardise the ex-

istence of the men they must depend upon
for their means of living ? Why don’t they
see to it  that out of the fabulous fortunes
they make sailors should be paid not only
a living wage, but one that would induce
our young men to-take up that profession
as one ‘that would give them the oppor-
tunity; of comfortable old age if storm or
strife did not' claim them before that day
was reached. ‘ :

Of the dangers that dog the wake of
the ship we are often reminded. Now
and again we read in the papers of
beaches speckled with the swollen bodies
of sailors; Now and again we are re-

minded of men who were expected home

but who never arrived. Here and there
we may hear opinions expressed regard-
ing the possibilities of dear ones coming
home whose bones are lying deep in coral
caves or fast coffined  in the sunken fabric
of what once was a seaworthy vessel,

forging her way ahead along the sea,

We can fill in the necessary details, of

gathering clouds, darkening to the hori-
zon; "the leaden-hued waves, that gra- _

dually . assume greater proportions, until,
with -white-topped curling  heads, they
smash -over the vessel’s rail, and send
streaming . cascades along every part of
her deck and down every opening. We
can, in our mind, see the oilskin-clothed
figures' of the men as they go about,

‘lashing - and securing, waist-deep in the

rushing: waters; the captain on the bridge;
the man- at the wheel; the man on the
look out; their faces streaming with the
sea spray; their eyes red and sore with
the salt of it. The rising gale, howling
in the/ night, and the terrible sickening
rolls into. the troughs, until one last smash
of water, one last roll, and hatches-are in,

the cargo shifts, and one more vessel has -

gone- off the register, another crew has
gone- to join the long list of the unknown
mysteries of the sea. e o

One- has to- be there to .understand -it.
One has to-be a practical ‘sailor. to .know

the awful thing a moving. mountain :of .

water is when it curls its head and rushes
_roaring on its prey.’ : SR
When the steersman feels the sickening
calmi, that tells:him that the rolling, watery
mountain is gathering at his stern,. he will
grind his teeth, hold tight, and wait. He

~ -will net ook astern,-for the terror of his

" movement.

*‘composed mainly of workingmen, and if
“there is a future for Ireland it is the

peril would paralyse him, He waits, and
~if she “ poops” he will go to his death, as
sure as his owners will draw the under-
writer’s money., ;
Then close up the ranks of the sailors.
Let captain, seaman, engineer and fireman,
steward and cabin boy, join hands, every
one of them, and give practical support to
Mr. Wilson and that movement which has

already done so much for the betterent-

of you all,

You belong to a profession that is abso-
lutely necessary for the continued exist-
ence of your country as a Maratime Nation..
You are the providers of the breakfasts,
dinners, and suppers of the greater part of
her people, and surely are entitled to
something more in return for your service
than an unknown grave, at the bottom of
thé awful ocean, or a bed and a chair in an
“ aged mariners’ home,

NEW YEAR'S THOUGHTS FOR

IRELAND.

Anether milestone in the road of Time"
has been reached; another leaf has been
turned over in.the book of our lives ;
another wave in the river of opportunity
has flowed past, and 1913 stands at the
~deathbed of 1912. But hark, as we write
the bells have broken the midnight still-
ness, and 1913 steps on the stage !

The New Year is not a time so much
for retrospection as for anticipation. If
we ever look back it is to prepare our-
selves for the future, and whilst the bells
of the New VYear are ringing “‘ out the
false and in the true,” the one predomin-
ant thought in otr mind is Ireland. And
the many phases of that thought, and the
‘irmate -love that our -readers bear..for.
their country, give us hope that you will
bear with us to the end. :

We have not any fear of repudiation
when we say that the majority of the
Irish people are patriots, that they love
their country with a love as passionate
and as true as Mitchell or Tone, and as
pure and as holy as maiden ever was.
honoured with by man ; they love the
grass of her fields, the pavements of her
streets, and the wind that blows across
-her hills. . :

And why not ! Great heavens, there
is not a hill nor a valley that is not sanc-

~ tified by the blood of her martyrs, and

blessed by the footprints of her saints !
Her cities and towns have been sacked
and beleagured ; her altars have been

~desecrated ; her ‘temples razed, and you

are - the descendants of the men who
fought to save her, and died to shield her
from the foreign marauders.

And ever in the forefront of her fight
for freedom was the workingman.

- So much for the past, now for the .

future, that mysterious, uncertain future,
which may decide so much and bring us
so much weal or woe.

- There are so many people who sit idly
by, waiting for one great opportunity to

benefit their country, that the little

things which help are allowed to pass by
unnoticed. = Whoever may* assert the
contrary, we know, have positive proof
of it, that we could do more for our

- country, and we may very well ask our-

selves shall- we allow this to continue.
Never in the history of our country was
a clear national issue placed before us
that the country did not respond. And
if there is one placed before the country
to-day, we have little fear for the answer.
The separation of Ireland from Eng-
land, the support of Irish manufacture,
the spread of the Irish language, are all
national issues, and have all been an-

" swered unmistakably, until some red

herring was drawn across the track and
the country misled. But, perhaps, there
is one movement that it has never struck

~ the majority of Irish people as necessary

and worthy of revolutionising and
nationalising, and that is the Labour
We do not deny that in
most cases the cause of Labour is the
same the world over; but that we should
confess our inability to grapple with such’

‘problems by placing our headquarters in
London or. Glasgow, and sending Irish -
‘‘money to these centres, and seeking in-

structions from foreigners, is” not the way

~ to prove our ability to govern ourselves.
his is a clear national issue, and one
“that deserves a clear and distinct answer.

“T'he national forces of Ireland were ever

wotkingmen who will achieve it."
“fo Irishize everything from -Dunleary -
“to Ceann Leime is our ‘object, and to do

this we want the workingman—and we -
should cut a sorry figure trying to Irish- .

ize Ireland with a man. acknowledging
as his headquarters London or Glasgow.
Our metropolis is Dublin—bad as it is;

- rotten as its civic authority is;. refuge

CAUTIOR.

Tha Pillar House,

3ia HENRY ST., DUBLIN,

=IS THE DEPOT FOR GENUINE-s
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BARCAINS BY PGST.=

We do cater for the Working ‘Man,

No fanoy prices ; honest velus oaly,
Watch, Clesk 2ad Jeweliery Dipalrs
4 EPROTALITY

“of a capitalistic snobocracy as it is; . full
of prigs and shoneens and polite pol-
troons as itis, we want it all the same-;
we want the workingman to Irishize it,
and to begin by Trishizing himself,

If we are true to our class in the
nation we cannot be false to our country,
neither can we be false to our class
outside the nation. In the strenuous
days of the ILand War it was the Irish
Labourer bore the brunt of the battle,
and it is-on him beyond any other class
to-day that the hopes of Iréland lie.
Almost every other class have an ulterior
object, but with the working class the
liberty of Ireland is the one pure idea of
didealistic liberty that Ireland knows.

We reiterate again and again that the
Irishizing of everything within the four
seas of Ireland is our object, and we
have set our hearts on it with as much
earnestness as with we wish you a happy
and prosperous New Year.

An Claggun Oub.
Dublin Trades Councit and the
~ Distress Committee.
At next Monday’s meeting of the
Municipal Council the following reso-

‘lution will" be moved by Councillor
Thomas Lawlor .—

‘“That, as Mr. John Simmons hag
resigned his seat on the Dublin Dise
tress Committee as representative of
the Dublin Trades Council, and as
that body has unanimously nomipn-
ated Mr. James Latkin to fill the
vacancy, this Municipal Council here-
by appoints Mr. Larkin a member
of the Distress Committee in room of
Mr. Simmons.” i

IRWIN FOR W2GD QUAY.

Said the Bookie to Labour one day,
When touting for votes in Wood Quay,
“You vate now for me,
And surely you'll see
Your interests I ne'er will betray.”

Said Labour to Mickey that day.

“You'll not take us in, In that way ;
Our interests we know, :
So out you must go,

For Irwin‘s the MaN FOR WoOD yuav.”

Liberty Hall.

" DON'T MISS THIS SUNDAY
= " AFTERNOON

LEGTURE AND GONCERT

" Doors open at 3 o'c. p.m., close 3 30 p-no.
Small charge for admission,

When You Get on a Good Thing Stick to it.

Get in sn Stick to Irish-Made Boota. €8

JOHN MALONE,

. Irish Boot Mipuhcture_r.

-67.NOR1H KING STREET, DUBLIN.

‘COUGH .CURE

The New Scientific Remedy for the.
Cure of Coughs, Colds, Bronchitis and = *
:: all Chest and Lung Troubles,

Acts Tike Magic. Prlce 6d, & 1/- Per Bole,
Break; up the Cough immediately,
'DOMINICK A. DOLAN, M.P.S.1.
~ Wtolesale & Rc;ail‘CEemi_st, :
§8 BOLTON STREET, DUBLIN,”

.-



‘The Irish Worker.

[Satarday, J anuary 4th, 1913

WOMEN WORKERS' COLUMN.

Very many important matters are en-
grossing the minds of the working men
at the present time. Their own industrial
conditions were, and in some cases are,
so bad that their fullest attention is being
given directly to their own immediate
concerns. But in the desire to improve
their condition, and in the enthusiasm
that exists among them to build up and
make a powerful organisation as a

means of delivering the male workers .

frbm slavery, they have in the meantime
either overlooked or forgotten the fact
that there are women workers; and
although they, the men themselves, are
marching on towards freedom, and may
go far on the road to it, they will never
reach the desired goal nnless the women
of the working class march with them.
No people can ever be free while one-half
of them are bound with the chains of
slavery.

Through the powers of organisation the
conditions of the working men are very
much better than they were. Now, the
men had to be educated up to the stan-
dard of wunderstanding what Trades
Unionism meant. Mayhap they paid
dearly in the learning, but the resuits
have been worth all the hardships and
fight they encountered, because at the
present time they are in a position to
make terms, and to demand that those
terms be considered and granted by
the employers. So much for them-
selves, but what about their women folk,

who are being degraded, browbeaten, and

tyrannised over by employers to such an
extent that the women workers are
simply a vast army of crushed, hopeless
slaves, living in dread of the Employer
and his power, and not sufficiently well
organised to be able to protest against
the horrible conditions under which they
work, and the scandalously low wages
they receive for the work.

By this statement I am not drawing
particular attention to any one class of
women workers, They are all treated
in a like manner—the factory worker,
the laundress, the shop girl, the tailoress,
dressmaker, and milliner, the typist and
clertk. They are all suffering from the
same tyrannical system. ‘They are all
underpaid, over-worked, and degraded.
I feel sure that if some of the men knew
exactly how their women folk are treated
by overseers and foremen thare would be
_an instantaneous revolution. The women
* are too frightened to tell them, too fearful
of the results, but there must be an end
to it, and the men murt help us.

Then how are the men going to help
us? Well, iu the first instance, let
every man who is a trades unionist
make it his immediate duty to see that
- his own women folk—let them be wife,
sister, or daughter—become a member of
the Irish Women Workers’ Union. Per-
haps these women feel they cannot afford
the entrance fee. Well, bring them up
to the Union Rooms aend pay the entr-
ance fee for them. Not only must you
do this, but you must teach them
what is meant by Trades Unionism. In
this respect the women are lamentably
ignorant, and, again, I do not blame
them, but I blame the men And why?
Because what happens in the ordinary
workingman’s house when the women

attempt to join in a conversation which"

concerns work, organization, or Trades
Unionism, they are immediately told “ to
mind their own concerns. What do they
know about such things?’  And the
. comsequences of barring them out of
these conversations, which, without a
doubt, are their concerns, is that they
are absolutely ignorant of what organi-
zation means, have no faith in their own
powers, no value of their own import-
ance, and the result is their present con-
dition- of slavery. ‘
Irishmen are- world - renowned for
chivalry- towards women. Well, let
that renown be prdctised, end prac-
tised in the first instance towards
your own women folk ; treat them with
the same amount of respect and de-
ference as you would treat your em-
ployer’s women folk ; they are much more
worthy of it. Encourage them to join in
the conversations, explain to them what
Trade Unionism and Solidarity means,
and the benefit they and all other
workers enjoy through organisation. Until
the men do this, until they treat and
help their women as they do their fellow-
men who is being crushed, they will only
reach a certain stage of freedom. There-
fore, from a selfish point of view, it isto
their own interests to help the women.
Then there is another side of the
picture which again reflects on the meén.-
The women are not encouraged to bé
fearless speakers and thinkers. In their

own homes they take that cowed fright-

ened feeling with them into their work,
The employers know exactly that sucha
feeling exists among the women workers.
They consequently create an atmosphere
that fosters that frightened dread of
those in authority, much to their own
‘benefit, and unfortunately has the detri-
mental effect on the women of making
thein miserable, shivering slaves. Then
what is the result? It is this—It is the
wometi who have the bringing up
of the children; it is the women
who have the moulding of their
characters in their earliest years. Well,
can you expect slaves to teach freedom.
Vou cannot. Under the present con-
ditions the women’s one idea is to

lease those in authority, whether they
ge in the right or wrong; and in the
training of the children they will un-
consciously imbue them with the same
feeling. It is time, therefore, that the
men realised all the dread results that
happen from the apathetic attitude
- taken up by them towards the working
women. .

But we are tow in the first week of

a new year. Let it be the opening. of

a new era .for the women -workers.

‘Uet every man make a strong, firm

LS
L3

- true representatives to our local

.can congratulate ourselves on.

resolution that at least his women folk
will become staunch trades union ‘Mem-

. bers ; that he will do all in his power

to help the women to build up their
organisation ; that he will do his share
to save them from the “degraded con-
ditions they work under at the present
time. If every man will adhere to such
resolution, the ending of the year 1913 will
show that their help has not been wasted ;
will show good results, not only to the
women workers, but also to the men
themselves, ‘ .
D.L.

IRISH W MEN WORKERS' UNION,
(Head Office : Liberty Hall.)
Entrance Fee 6d

sse ssse

Oontributions ... ... 2d. per wesk.
Join nov. Call in at the above Office

any day between 10 a.m. and 10 pm. All
classes of workers ars eligible to join this
Union. ‘ ,

Don’t miss the Sunday evening Socials
held in Liberty Hall. 'Dancing and Sing
ing. Small Entrance Fee. ~All Friends
Welcome.

Choir practice will be, as usual, en
Tueaday and !hursdsy evenirg at 8 p.m

Irish I'ancing on Friday evening at 8
p.m. :

All communications for this column to
be addreased to— , "

[ {3 D.L,”
18 Rarsaford Flaca

New Year's Greetings
-and Resolutions!

A joyful Now Year to the workers, .
May all your old cjcles runfree; ™™

And if they do not, plense remember -
To bring them to 38 B.

Come singly, or coms all together,
Yon're welcome howe er yon may call,

To purchase—or talk of the weather—
And Happy New Year to you all.

There’s nothing can give us such pleasure
As lightening your limbs of a load,
--And always assuring full measure
To every good ** Kni. ht of the Road.” -

Leave office and shop to the bosses,
Go mount a new cyele and fly

Away to the mountaing and mosses,
And feel that you'll never say die.

Old bikes for a song or a story ;
New racers for threepence a-day; -
And thousands of lamps in their glory
Complete the bright scene every way.

The names of great tyres to conjure with;
Lite Michelin, Dunlop and Max;
- The kind that you feef 80 secure with
Instead of those made. of old-sacks.

And now, to your new resolution,
There's no one-can help you so well,
To bring it to permanent fruition,
As Mac. or McHugh, that's © Himsel.”

Perhaps in the past you bave erred in
Not asking the side of the street,

He's over right plump on the * Verdon,”
8o Talbot Street fame is complete.

“AnisjnrytoOnoénhonw."

Irish Worker,

_EDITED RY JIM LARKIN.

THE IRISH WOBRKER will be pablished weekly—
price one peuny—and mﬁe had of any vews-
sgent. Ask for it and see !J‘ongoﬁt.

All communications, whether ting to literary or
basiness matters, to be addressed to the Editor,

F 18 Beresford Place, Dublin. Telephons 3421.

Sabscription 8s. 0d. per year; 3s. 3d. for six

payable io advance, - »

We do not publish or teks notics of abotiymous

DuBLIN, 8aTURDAY, Jan. 4th, 1913

1912-13.

Nineteen-twelve has passed out. He
was not a bad sort of fellow. He

brought with him pain and sorrow, stress -

and strife, but he also brought compen-
sation ; a little more than the average
amount of brightness and joy was dis-
tributed through the agency of organised
effort to the proletarian class—the spirit

~of solidarity and comradeship amongst

the workers seemed to have spread its
beneficent spirit in a greater circle. There
are -things that happened during
past year we would have wished _to have.
ended otherwise, yet there were things
accomplished that were worthy of the
efforts put forward, We had the satis-
faction of proving in a concrete manner
the spirit of divine discontent amongst
the intelligent section of the working
class, by the return of six tried and
ad-

ministrative chamber, Cork Hill. We
also had a continuous and successful
struggle to improve wages and con-

ditions. The iniation of the State In-

suranee Scheme against sickness and

unemployment, which when amended. as
it :must be amended, is something we
n co Constant
agitation forced the governing classes
to recognise, in a limited manner, our
claim to live. Ig12 will be noteworthy
for the introduction of what is euphemes-

. tically styled a Home Rule Bill ; or in

the technical phrase, “a Government of
Ireland Bill,” the outcome of which in
the  historic words of Asquith, we
must wait and see. ,
1913 seems to presage @ more hopeful
outlook for Labour, but as we believe
God helps those who help themselves, we’
must determine to help ourselves, keep-
ing in mind that success means further
success. Let nothing dispirit you, good
Reader, Up and take your place in the
ranks, and play the man, and make the
young year proud of you and your efforts.
Let it be a long pull and a strong
pull, but all pull together. Our watch-
word—The World for Labour. Egqual
opportunity for all. s -

" 'Ducke};gwaine went into a certain public- -
" house’in Wood Quay’ with the gang. - After
fhg){ had drank ‘the money -of ‘th%e mugs

R PR

en ”

‘down.”

the

~ Alfie?
and face the fight, Alfie, and we will

For they never work.  Du ker got swank-
ing, offered to bet thé proprietor 10to 1
he would beat Irwin, ¢ Alright,” said the
publican, “I will havea bit of gold at that
price.” Ducker pulled outa cheque book.
« Put that back,” said the publican, *“I
don't accept your cheques; I want cash
Ducker kept on swanKing, until.
finally he said he would lay even money
(of course he could not lay honest-earned
money). ** Alright,” said the publican,
« ] will have three pounds  with you,

- Mickey, either to put up or shut up.” .But

Ducker had not got threehalfpence, so he
went across to pudding-headed Rielly the
eloquent statesman who keeps a bungery,
but Ducker failed to kid pudding-head and

had to admit defeat. Poor"Ducker 1—One

who was there.

By the way, if Mr. Bung Cunniam does
not know Irwin, we wonder did the Widow
Wren know Cunniam? Any person ans
wering this conundrum satisfactory wlll be
put on the Register of Merchant’s Quay by

. ‘Tiernan the stuffer.

There being no anecdote or cuffer sent

in for our competition which, in our

opinion, was worth publishing, we are
still offering the prize money. under same
conditions. Varns, cuffers: and anecdotes
to reach our office by Thursday next.

Cahal Lally won the Prize Story Com-
petition with the story we published last
week, “ The Man who Went Under,”
which, in our opinion, was not equal to

some of the matter which he had sub-

mitted previous to our competition.

_ We again offer one guinea for the
best Short Story—at least one  column

- in’length—which reaches this office on

‘January 2oth, 1913.

Manager’s Office,
2nd January, 1913.
To Head Foreman, B

- S8. Mascot. SR
. T'his matter has been before the Board
to-day. IR

By a unanimous vote the matter was

~ left in my hand to deal with as I think
fit, -

I think fit to deal with it in a strong
and, if necessary, in a merciless manner.

Neither the consignees or myself will
move one inch, and the steamer will lie.

 With regard to our own men there is at
the present moment sufficient wortk to

. keep them all going. This cannot last.

If our own men are not permitted by
their Union to do the work for which

- they are engaged, when the slack time

comes I have no option
with their services. ; .
" Of course this option will not be exer-
cised so long as the work lasts for the
meh, : o

It is therefore up to them to see that

but to dispense

" they are permitted to perform the work
for which they are '

engaged.
EDWARD GRANDY,
L , Manager.
[Mr. Bung Byrne, of the scab shelter,
the Verdon Bar, Talbot street, and Mr.
J. P. Farrelly, who supplied - the im-

ported scabs with refreshments during the

late strike, also Mr. Murtagh O’Beirne
and the Lord Mayor, are members of the
Board who gave an unanimous vote and
instruction to Mr. Grandy to try and
compel one section of workers to scab

of the scab shelter will' find -out that
Councillor Richard O’Carroll, Leader of
the Labour Party, was not present to
make a protest. The trade unionists of
this city will make a protest against
these double-faced rascals who are
playing the game of ™ running -with
the hare and Thunting with the
hounds.” As for Mr. Grandy and

the consignee, that is another story.

Alfie had the impudence to make a

pointless remark about Carroll’s non- -

attendance ; but if Carroll had.three
underpaid, sweated wage slaves handing
out alcoholic poison, spreading ~misery
amongst women and children and dam-
nation amongst the breadwinners, he
(Carroll) could do like Alfie—run about

from Board to Board, corrupting public

life and carrying on a system of whole-
sale jobbery. = Alfie talks about fighting
the aldermanship. Now, we challenge
him to retire. We will find an opponent
to fight him. If our nominee does not

beat him, Alderman Macken will retire, °

and give Alfie the aldermanic seat with-
out a contest. Have you any guts,
If so, send in your resignation

chase you, like Ryan, back to. the
bungery, with your tail between yout
legs. i

Our good comrade, Partridge, i
another column exposes the Bogus Bene-

- fit Society run by the Great Southern

and Western Railway, and if 'this is a
sample of ability as exemplified in Audi-
tor Howell’s report, the sooner the
employees of the G. S. & W. R..open

their eyes to the facts the better. Trust
your employer, and be sure he will do

you every time. Talk about balance
sheets and overpaid officials of Trades
Unions. - We have something to learnin
the way of mismanagement. After perus-
ing the disgraceful exploitation of the
workers, it has been proved ' by the
aforesaid report a young man under 2o
after paying 2d. per week for four
years, is entitled to. receive of the
accumujated funds ONE PENNV:

called ‘“How the Workers are Robbed
with his Penny ” orelse send it to John
S. Kelly, blackmailer. We hope the
employees who want sick and funeral
benefit will join a Trade Union Society

. at once. By the way, why did
not Howell, the Actuary, print
a balance sheet of the fund ?

We suppose he was so ashamed of

the report he was scared to prodnce a

balance sheet. Let us draw a compar:-

ITis thv\e greatest ever yet,

He.
ought to go at once and buy a pamphlet -

son. TheIrish Transport Union is estab-
lished four years.
one penny per week was insured against
death to the extent of £3. He had paid
in four years in subscriptions and mor-
talities f1 13. I1d., and received back
£1, not a penny like, the G. S. & W.
Railway. Don't forget that pamphlet—
one penny— ‘How  the Workers are
Robbed.” :

To the Electors of the Wood Quay Ward

. * Ducker Swaine’s time has come;”’

‘Says the Honest Labour Man,
*“ But now that it has come show him
and his clique some fun,
And from public life he‘ll have to run,’
Says the Honest Labour Man,

- Voters, do not hesitate,”
Says the Honest Labour Man,
* And above all don’t be late,” _
.. Says the Honest Labour Man ;
** For Irwin is the man, :
So do the best you can,
And get rid of the Also Ran,” =
: Says the Honest Labour Man.

‘¢ We know Ducker is no use,”

' . Says the Honest Labour Man,
“ For he's as dull as an old goose,”

: Says the Honest Labour Man.
“ So no more he'll shout the odds,
Nor will he swear aud brawl, disgrace the

City Hall
And do no good at all,”
Says the Honest Labour Man.

“ So.1 think you know enough,” -
- Says the Honest Labour Man,

“ For Irwin is the stuff,” :
_ Says the Honest Labour Man;

* So work with might and main, ‘

And get rid of Ducker Swaine,

’

And keep Irwin on your brain,’ »
' Says the Honest Labour Man.

BELFAST KOTES.

We.are informed that the Labour Party
in Belfast are putting forward three candi-
didates—Jim Connolly for Dock Ward ;
Michael M'Keown, member of LT.W.U.
Executive, the retiring Councillor for
-Smithfield Ward, who has been dropped by
the U.I.LL. because of his connection with
the Trade Union movement, is to be run
as a straight Labour candidate against the
U.I.L. nominee, Martin Burke, solicitor,
We have also arranged to run D. R.
Campbell, President of Belfast Trades
Council for the Aldermanship of Smithfield
Ward against Alderman Byrne, U.LL. and
Publican. :

The Trades Council of Belfast endorsed
the candidatures of Connolly, M‘Keown,
and Campbell. We wish them the best of
success. Next week we publish full list of
Labour candidates for Ireland. ’

Mickey Swaine.

1 haveucome' to make a bet,
: ‘Mickey Sw(a)ine,

Mickey Sw(a)ine ;
And TI'll take ten tens to one,
That you're sure to get the run
From the Ward before we've done,
o Mickey Sw(a)ine,

And where did you rise the cash,

Mickey Sw(a)ine?

on another section. Mr. Grandy’s friends ‘;_Sure I thought you went to smash,

o Mickey Sw(a)ine ;

But 'tis grand to have a wife ’

That will keep you up for life,

And give cash to kick up strife,
Mickey Sw(a)ine,

But I-hear them say you're out, '

S Mickey Sw(a)ine,
That Jim Larkin is about,
o Mickey Sw(a)ine,
With Tom Irwin and his band, '
And each working hand inhand
For to clear you from the land,

Mickey Sw(aine).

For a while a fond good-bye, :
Mickey Sw(a)ine,

'Till we meet you eye to. eye, ‘
- Mickey Sw(a)ine.

Now get on your box and yell .

All the lies that you can tell,

For you're going this time pell-mell,

Mickey Sw(a)ine,

————

THE RAILY GF LABOUR.

Rally, rally, Irish Workers |
Rally, rally for the fray,
E’en though slaves and servile shirkers
. Strive to bar our onward way ; ,
E'en though some we once called brother
With the foe are now allied ;
One and all they soon shall smother
In the flow of Labour’s tide.

See, a new.year lies before us,
Past defeats we must forget;

‘With the old flag floating o’er us
We shall win our freedom yet.

Be it known our cause is. holy,

* And by it we stand or fall-=

"Tis the uplifting of the lowly
And the common good of all.

VYes, our cause is blest in Heaven,
- For we preach the Master’s creed—
That the tyrant’s bonds be riven
And our own dear people freed.
Ah! it is a holy mission, ,
And if some are sacrificed,
‘What redeemed us from perdition ?
Was it not the death of -Christ ?

Rally, then, ye Irish Workers |
Rally, rally, one and all ;

‘Spite of taunt of craven shirkers,
Rally to your leaders’ call.

In the year that lies before us -
We must never bend the knee,

~ But let all join in the chorus—

Irish Workers must be free | -
’ ' FERGUS,

(James MacGowan, Pound-street, Sligo.)

Every man paying

An Appeal to Shop Assistanis

MORE ESPECIALLY THOSE
ENGAGED AS GROCERS’ AND PUR-
VEYORS' ASSISTANTS.

76 Grafton Street,
* Dublin, December, 1912.

DEAR SIR,— o

It has occurred to me that the time is
opportune to endeavour to consolidate
the movement for the better organisation
of shop assistants and clerks, and more
especially those with whom we are directly
concerned, viz., those engaged as Grocers,
Purveyors, and in kindred eallings.
Whether we should join in this endeavour
under a particular organisation or under
any particular banner is, in our opinion,
immaterial.  Our anxiety is to weld all
shop assistants and clerks in Ireland
into one composite body aiming at the
betterment of the conditions of shop
assistants and clerks generally. Whilst
expressing these views, we feel that, for
the moment at least, in so far as organ-
isation is concerned, we must make a

“special appeal to Grocers, Purveyors, and

kindred trades assistants to organise, and
in this connection we desire to state that
our main objects are :(— ‘

The payment of benefits during unem-
ployment and illness ;

The proper observancé of the Shops
Act, and an extension of the provisions
to shop assistants engaged in all callings
as well as the limitation of the - working
hours of alshop assistants;

The abolition of the ¢ Living-in"
tem ;

To co-operate with all organised bodies
of workers aiming at the betterment of
the conditions of those for whom they
cater ; :

The establishment of a fair minimum
wage ; -

The limitation of apprentices ;

The establishment of a reasonable
notice in case of dismissal and the eleva-
tion of the status of shop assistants
generally.

In seeking your support and approval
for this programme, we feel that we are
but asking you to give your sanction to
ideals which must in the immediate
future re-act to your advantage.

We are now but speaking on behalf
of a Provisional Committee appointed

sys-

" to voice the feelings expressed above,

and we ask you to give this idea your

- whole-hearted support

At foot we attach an Application Form
for Membership, from which you will
notice that the entrance fee is only 2s.,
and the minimum contribution is fixed
(preliminary) ar 1s. 6d. per member per
month. For this, of course, sickness
and unemployment benefit as well as
death allowance will be paid, and in
-addition we hope to give the members
the advantage of the benefit and pro-
tection of a well-organized body of
workers.

Hoping you will fill the attached Form
immediately and return it to the under-
signed. Requesting you to use your
endeavours to induce others in your
particular line to follow your example.

) We remain, dear Sir,
Yours sincerely and fraternally,
Signed, on behalf of the Pro-
visional Committee,
J. O’'HanionN, Chairman,
J. O’CoNNOR, Vice-Chairman.
M. M'Hucs, Treasurer.
P. Gunrs, Secretary.
76 Grafton street, Dublin.

- APPLICATION FOR MEMBERSHIP.

"DEAR SIRS,’

Having read your programme, I have
pleasure in making application for mem-
bership, as I think you are proceeding on
proper lines. I note that your entrance
fee is 2s., and your contribution 1s. 6d.
per month. I enclose postal order, or
stamps, to
cover entrance fee, and on a further
application I shall be glad to forwaiu the
first monthly contribution. :

Name

Address
- Date

[We advise ‘every shop assistant covered
by the Union to enrol at once. Delay is
dangerous. The men behind this Union
can be relied upon.—EDITOR.]

Irish Transpert and General Werkers’
Unisn.

No. 3 BRANCH,
17 and 18 HiGH STREET.

- The Election of Officers of the above’

Branch will be held on Sunday, sth Jan,
1913. Ballot takes place between 8 a.m.
and 8 p.m. Members are requested to

. vote early,

J. BoHAN, Secretary.

7 m— e

Ivish Transport aud Gene:al Warkers'.
* Union,
ToNTINE AND BURIAL SocieTY.

General Meeting will be held on Sunday,

5th Janaary, 1913. All old and intending
members must attend at one o'clock. Im-

portant business will be transacted re Rules,
&c., election of officials. -

BECKER BROS.

FINEST, PUREST AND OHEAPFST

TEAS.

PRIOES—2/5, 2/2, 2/, 1/10
1/42""&/;/2‘/ » 1/8;\1/8.

8 South Grest George's Street
snd 17 North Earl ;Strest,

DUBLIN,

—

Wage and Working Cousi
of the Carters inE Livg,rplgal,

The following are the
ment arranged as a resu%gncljfs t?lf lte
dispute between the carters of :
and their employers, and j
stooddthat the men
proved of the terms g¢ i3
terms relate to wages, Sgciitmzut{md These
time for senior and junior di over-
are reckoned as being in o Hﬂ;iers, and
Decgmber Ist. ‘They are als-ulx{dml _Irom
Time—Five first days—waork ‘ter -
mence at 6 a.m. in the stahle - o com.
gears, with half-hour for breal\:f;{stagn: 1
leaving. Day’s work to eng gt 6 e
in gears, with not exceedins one ﬂ)'m'
afterwards for stable duty, ang 1. oF
which overtime commences, ¢ mgﬁ_\hond
for dinner, 12 to I; not tg he aid o
Satuédays-—Day’s work paid for.
in stable at 6 a.m., leavingy .
7 a.m., with haif-hour fora bi:
before l.eaving. Day’s work to end
I p.m.1In gears, With not exceedipg .
hour after for stable duty g abox‘f’e one
Overtime—Pirst five days, frop 61
to 7 pm., 6d. per hour, anq %r?l‘
7 p-m. to midnight, gd. per hoy;- x.:
midnight to 6 a.m., Is. par hour: ¢ "
to7 a.n:i., 6d. per hour. P A
Saturdays—From 1 p.m. tq |
6d. per hour; from 4 I;).m. tr;) § b
gd. per hour; from 8 p.m. to mi P'?;;’
Is. per hour. e,
All overtime to be counted by
and carried forward from day 1o
end of week and paid half-hoyly and
balance of minutes, if any, carrieq fo-
ward to the following week. )
Sundays—Work, if required, to com.
mence in gears one minute after m1d
night on Saturday, and to ey on
Sunday at midnight ; to be paid for g
the rate of Is. per hour, with a mj;
mum 'of 4s.  All time to be counte
by minutes, payable half-hourly a5 b
fore mentioned. ' o
Sunday stable duty to be on the bass
of one man to not more than ey
horses. >
Bank Holiday Stable Duty—Same »
Sunday, and if required to work in zears
to be paid at the rate of a day and 2
half’s wages.  Christmas Day and Goa
Friday—sStable duty to be as Sundar
and if called upon to work in gears, t
be paid at the rate of two days’ pay.
- Wages—TFor teamsmen—30s. ner wee
for one-horse men, 27s. per week. Cawuii
men 5s. per day, and to be paid ead
night if not required following day, aad
not to be called upon to do Sundy
stable duty. '

Liverpoq)
15 under-
at a Meeting ap-

e at
akiag

inytsg
day to

Junior Drivers—Minimum wage 155,

per week to any driver in charge of 3
four wheel vehicle, and overtime at the
-rate of 3d. per hour up to and includ-
ing 16s. per week. Drivers in receipt of
I7s. to 20s. per week, overtime :d. per
hour ; exceeding 20s. per week, overtime
as per senior drivers.

Float VYouths—\Wages by special ar-
rangement.  Overtime 3d. per houw
Casual traffic youths to be paid 35 pr
day, and overtime as junior drivers. Al
overtime for junior drivers, steering
traffic and float youths to be based &
above, and counted by minutes, payable
half-hourly, as before mentioned, inc.es
ing pro rata with the senior drves
Junior drivers not to load beyond thre
tons,

Steering lads loading stand waggons o
casually filling the place of one-horse me
or teamsmen  to be paid 5s. per day.

Wages of regular drivers to be paid o3
Friday nights. A week's notice requied
on either side. Drivers required to wok
on Saturdays after I p.m., 20 ‘minutes
be allowed for refreshments, and wha
engaged on night work a reasonable tim?
to be allowed for same.

A NEW YEAR'S RESOLLTICM.

Attend Concert nn—ss-; Jannary in Libe:ty
Hall.

The old year has gone, and most of &
are making good resolutions for the 2¢™
When you are making out your I
don’t forget to add another resolutios 10
attend the grand evening's enterfal
ment which will be held in Liberty Hall
Beresford-place, on Monday next, the U
inst. at 8 o'clock. An energetic (0%
mittee has been busy for some tize P&t
arranging a suitable programune, and the
result of their labours has far €8 p
their most sanguine expectations. g
name but a few of the artistes, the I
Workers’ Choir and Celtic Glee S16%
will contribute some rousing ChomE:
Miss Annie Tracey and Miss Addie b0t
two deservedly popular artistes at G&¥
League and Irish Ireland concerts n
render songs in the olden tongu¢ of 12
Gael. Mrs. M. Mac)Mahon, well knov®
amongst the workers, will also contnbu.z
an item or two. MacCall’s  Follo¥

up to Carlow” and Scanlan’s” Feﬁ;g ;

Men” will be done full justice to by ] sl
Rogers. P. MacInerney can be de Bi-
on for an appropriate rendering Of Jic
gidin Ban mo Stoir.” The star o Gaem
League concerts, Eoghan O'Briah ¥
be at his best in some of the NUZ
ous songs he has so often delig
audiences with. When it is kuowa Tom
such prominent singers as Messts, %
M‘Carthy, W. Sheehan, Gerard Crofts, 10
Morgan, &c., will appear, thos t‘l‘;eil
patronise the concert will BOt,fegre‘E_m be
attendance. Rousing recitations = ol
givéen by Shawn Qonnolly and Ms

O'Maolain, and as for dancers they :;g ,;}i

be there in plenty. Dublin F exs st
Oireachtas’ Gold Medallists will gIVe )
bitions. The price of admission bas Ty
fixed at 1s. and 6d. ~ Tickets may od
at Liberty Hall Everybody sho
tend.

Boo't forget Social, Sunday Evenith
at Liberty Hall.
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The Werkingmans’

SIBIPSON & WALLACE, MEAT PROVIDERS,

Give the Best Value in Beef, Mutton and Lamb.

Hors Avpazasss —57,139 and 113 Great Brita~ 8% ; 5 Wextord Bi; 4 Commertis!

* Buildings, Phibshora”; 28 Nth. Strand . 28 B-l¢on 8¢ -

and 15 Francis 8¢,

WEXFIRD NOTES.

The Corporation, after putting them-
selves to the expense of paying lawyers;
have at last pulled down Stafford’s
Pigeon Box, but lo and behold you the

brave Jim put it up again to be beaten |

down with sledges and crowbars on

Saturday by a crowd of the good boys,

with the police looking on unmoved.
*

* *

Jimmy took unto himself courage
enough to attend the meeting at which
the matter was discussed, and sat with
a very sullen face on him all night while
Mahoney and Spread-the-Light fought
his battle for him.

@ *

Stafford tried every -dodge to try and
best the Council to leave the hoarding up,
he even went so far as to bluff people
into signing a memorial asking the Cor-
poration to let it stand for the sake of
tlie morality of Wexford. JMight we ask
when  was  the morality of Wexford
placed in Stafferd’s and Mahon :y’s hands?

#

* x
And was it for that reason that ““ Cab-
bage” put it up at first?
x ¥k

The memorial was signed by people
who did not kinow where Sinnott’s Lane
was, people who are not residents in the
Ward, and had no voice in the matter,
agrinst those who signed the other mem-
orial, and who live in the locality, whose
trade is seriously injured by such a pro-
cecding.

* %
- The clergymen who signed the memo-
ral, in our opinion, had no right, one
* way or the other, to meddle in the mat-
ter.

***

The majority of the memorialists were
people who were either scabs, scab purvey-
ors, ex-policemen, or SINN FEIGNERS, the
latter being represented by TommieWalsh,
whom we have heard had to sign it, or
would have lost his job. Well, if
a man has to do such degrading things
as this to hold on to a position he’d be
far better without it as heis as bad as a
slave, WITH THE HCARDING for his cabin
{(UxcLe JEM'S CABIN).

*

%* %

Wickham signed it, and we all know
whom he represents, and, by the
way, Bob Malone’s name was very sus-
piciously near Wickham’s, which goes to
show where the memorial was signed,
and under what circumstances, Haves, the
man alleged to have told the porters to
go out in the late railway strike and then
reported them,

***

Dr. Tommie Pierse, who was so severe
on the Foundry workers for not going
into thair work du ing the recent lock-
out, and who now refuses to work him-
self till he gets higher wages, also signed,
on sanitary grounds. We wonder what
he was doing all those vears that he did
not find out this for himself not to be
waiting for the cabbage man to teach him
his business,

* .
* Kk
Now that the hoarding is down it
would be well if the Corporation would
see that he would not be using the lane
for a show ground for his machinery.
*
* Xk
Tom Lane, the authority on Trades
Unionism, Radford, Brennan, Urick, and
the other essences of scabdoin, also
signed it; but, of course, they had to ;
if not they would not be wanted, as if
they were sacked in the morning, no
onc else would have anything to do
do with them. ‘

*

The joke of the season is in Old

Moore's Almanac for the year 1913 in

the shape of an advertisement for
Pierce & Co.; it is as follows :—
Pierce, Wexford and Paris,

The Great Irish Machinery Engineers.
Tirst Prizes and Gold Medals all over.
(Defore the scabs came).

Irishmen are daily flying from their
native land for want of HoME
employment.,

(Should be by the sLavE drivers in the
"Folly.)

Tellow-Irishinen, help to stop the ruinous
Emigration,

The true test of your Patriotism is your
action,

. Help your country, help your rFELIOW-
MAN, help YOURSELVES,

(They seemed to look after themselves
alright.)

*

*

To the above adver‘;isement we would

¢ to say ‘‘ Hear, hear,” but unfor-
funately these people’s actions during
the past year go to show that they do
anyvthing but live up to the spirit of it.
Why, one would think that the man-
agement of the Yolly had a share in the
emigration ships by their actions.

R —

Labour in Wexford has made a good
move to fight at this year’s elections.
At a magnificent meeting, representative
of the different trades in the town, the
following candidates were elected :—

St. Mary’s Ward—John Walsh and
Richard Corish.

St. Iberius Ward—James Goodison and

Myles Bergin. )
St. Selskar Ward—>Michael Martin.
*

*x *x

The outgoing members are as follows,
and are seeking re-election with the
‘exception of John Murphy .—

St. Mary's Ward—John Murphy and
James Hore. )

St. Iberius Ward—James Goodison and
Paul Carroll.

St. Selskar Ward—Frank Carty and

Richard Gibson.

*

. * x
We learn that in St. Mary’s Ward -

Kelly, Stafford, Wickham & Co., to try
to get James Hore in, are running

" Robert Coffey; a fairly good man, but

he is being run by a bad crowd.
*
* X
Three yeara ago, when Hore was going
in for St. Mary’s Ward, John Murphy
was pitchforked into the contest by
Stafford and Joe XKelly to help Hore's
candidature, as they knew he had no
chance whatever by himself, as he was
just after been thrown out of Selskar
Ward. :

*
* X

This is the man who is alleged to have
said at a meeting of the \Wexford
Guardians THAT SIX SHILLINGS A WEEK

WaAS ENOUGH FOR ANY WORKING MAN,. -

We wonder how long he would exist on
such a miserable pittasnce. :
*

. - * * .
This is the man who was responsible
for having five men sent to gaol for re-
fusing to have their children vaccinated.
£ :

* %

Workers, don’t be led astray. Coffey
is being run for a purpose. Heis run to
take a mean advantage of the poor people
who are compelled to frequent his shop.

*

* X
Don’t be led away by sweet talk and

promises which you will only hear every

election.

*
* &

Workers, support your own class. Vote
for Labour. Vote for Corish and Walsh.
. y

Sk
Are you going to take what St. Selskar’s
Ward refused three years ago?
*

' x x V
Now for St. Iberius Ward, where the
whitewashed Yank is going out.

* ok
Well, in our opinion, there is no need
to say anything in connection with the
election in this Ward, as the people will
have better sense than to vote for such
a man as Paul.

*
* % .
Vote for Labour. Vote for Goodison

and Bergin.

* .

% X

In St. Selskar Ward Michael Martin is

going forward in the Labour interest.
Martin is a good, staunch man, who has
been a trade unionist all his life, and
will. if elected, be able to do a man's

part for his own class.
*

*
The man who is being opposed is -

Frank Carty, a man who during the recent
lock-out used to be down in the “ Record”
offce hatching schemes against the poor,
unfortunate workers.

*

Wexford for Lab‘c;u‘;.
%*

When the di§cu§s{:)n was on about
Stafford’s hoarding, Carty fought tooth’
and nail for him,

* .
* Xk
Fellow-workers, Frank Carty is no
friend of the working man.
*

* %

On the other hand, we have nothing
to say to Gibson, as he has, since he was
elected to the Council, been always on
the side of justice. '

. *

* &
Workers, vote for Martin,
*

* ok
Every Vote for Labour ) .
Means better and cheaper Houses,
* Direct Labour,
Trade Union Rate of Wages for all
Workers,
Clean Administration,

No Corruption or Jobbery,
That the interests of the Town Dwellers
shall be considered before the
interests of the Cabbage Men, who pay
no Rates ;

. Feeding of all necessitous School Children

without the taint of pauperism ;
Public Control of Public Funds,
Democratic Control ‘of Public Offices,
That the Town shall be geverned in the
interest of all the People,
And not, as at present, for the benefit of
the Sinnotts and Staffords.

TEE FrASANT SINGER.
TO HER PEASANT LOVER.

So hushed they sat—
The hundreds there,

Till my last clear note
Died on the air.

Like a prisoned storm,
Then cheer and call ;
Echoed and rang
Through the brilliant hall.

And humid eyes
Stared up to mine,
From faces my voice
Had flushed like wine.

But what cared I
For the cheering crew ? -

Whilst they clamoured and
I thought of you.

Costly the bouquets
They laid at my fect,
- But your kiss last night
Was a world more sweet.

Here on my breast
Like a purple stain,

The violets you gave
Long since have lain.

“ A gift,” you said,

And smiled in my eyes
(For we value not

As the wordly wise).

Yet something within me
Wakened to-night,

And thrilled me through
With a strange unquiet. .

Something that leaped

‘At the world’s false praise—
That mocked vour love,

And the old, quiet days.

For sake of my song
And my fair, young face,
For awhile weuld the world
Have given me place.

Till my beauty waned
And my song had died,

Then the toy, outworn,
Would be cast aside,

E’en in your eycs
Is a reflex, too,

Of the wvain applause
Of that fickle crew.

Ah! love me not
For beauty or voice;
These are not for mMr—
Nor had I choice.

As well had I becn,
Both mute and plain,

Had my soul then called
To your soul in vain.

Quick, take me away

From the glitter and glow;
It breathes of a world

I fear to know.

Away from the self
That waked to-night,
When I sang and my satins
Gleamed in the light,

Meaob Coorisnad,

e vam—

Clothes for Co:poration Labeurers

A QuEestiON FOR MickEy CANTY.

"It would be very interesting to know
how the hundred pounds voted last year
by the Paving Committee to provide

clothes and boots for the men employed

in that Department was spent. . How
many of Mick Canty’s pals employed by
the Paving Comumittee got the boots and
clothes 7 Would any Councillor be good
enough to ask for a return of—

1. The men who were provided with
boots, etc., their length of service in
the Corporation, and whether they had

' pensions from other sources ? '

2. The men who were not so pro-
~vided and their length of service in the
Corporation, and why they were not ?

Mick Canty may be able to supply this
latter piece of information.

Warkers! Suopport the Only Pictare
Ususe in Dublin Owned by »u Irishmas.

Tue RISH CINEMA

Btreet (poxt to Trades Hall),
New @pcn Daily n.30 te10.30.

PRISES, 3d., 4d., €d.
Changs of Piotwres—Mondry, Thursday

snd Bundny.

(" ‘Please support our

Advertisers.

Great Clear-Out of all Winter Drapery Goods

BELTON & CO. have decided that all remaining winter stock must go before stocktaking, and the

Teduetions made will guarantee a very speedy clearance.
come early and see the many bargains offered. All winter
Cheapest people in the trade.

BELTON & Co., Drapers,

We close on Wednesdays at 1 o’clock.

We bid a hearty invitation to oll our friends to
goods must goat any price.  \We are the

THOMAS STREET and
EAT BRUNSWICK STREET,

praised

- himself.

. publish this letter of mine.

Inchicore Htems,

The Irish Transporr and General
JLabourers’ I'rades Union’s Annual Christ-

mas Feast for the children, given in .

Emmet Hall on Christmas Day, sur-
passed the most sanguine expectations
of its supporters.
, : * * * : :
A full description of the feast with
photos of the children will appear in next
-week’s “ Worker.” Don’t miss it.
- * - %k %

‘johﬁ Saturnus Kelly, Esq., T.C,, has

kept his word for once in his life~Part-
ridge is to be opposed. :
' * Xk - %

“Kelly’s candidate is to be a ‘ Protest-
ant Home Ruler.”” More power, John ;
we are eager for the fray.

- * * %

~This bid .for the Protestant vote is
worthy of the man. 7The election of the
creature, Kelly, to the Dublin Corporation
for the purpose of degrading that body
may have commended itself to sonmie non-
Catholic Uniounists, but the idea of elect-
ing one of their own religion to associate
with the “moral” John is a totally
differe-it matter. ' '

~ * X Xk .

Every honest man on the Burgess
Roll of the Ward will be given the oppor-
tunity of recording their decision. The.

Protestant who believes in fair dealing—
who would ex ead to his Catholic fellow-
countrymen equal rights with those of
his fellow-Protestants—will vote for Part-
ridge, ' '

: * = ¥

The bigonts of the class that roasted the
Catholics in Belfast will vote for Kelly’s
candidate. And I make him a present of
their votes.  In this eclection we expect
‘ That every man and woman on the
Register will do their duty.”

* ® &

The Inchicore Co-Operative Society has
paid a dividend of thrcepence in the

pound. John Saturnus Kelly, Esq., T.C.,

is alleged to be the first person to start
this once flourishing concern on its down-
ward course by a double-entry system of
book-keeping not learned at school.
T ox 0®
Next week we shall discuss the balance-
sheet of the ““ Co,” and incidentally John

#w * L

The Partridge Election Committee meet
in Emmet Hall. A vigorous canvas of the
ward is being undertaken, and all wishing
to assist are cordially invited to attend.

’ LA . :

The Sunday Afternoon Social Enter-
tainments in Emmet Hall are well at-
tended and highly appreciated.

* * *

The Emmet Dance Class is the most
select and successful of its sort in Dublin,
Parents of pupils cordially invited to

attend during rehearsals or visit the-Hall -
" any time at their leisure,

, WirriaM P. PARTRIDGE.
Correspondzince

© TO THE EDITOR IRISH WORKER.

7 Dean Street, Dublin,
Ist January, 19I13.

Drar Sir,—In the last issue of your
paper, THE IRISH WORKER, you published
a statement of a gross and libellous cha-
racter against me, alleged to have been
made by Mr. R. O’Carroll, 1.C., at a
meeting in New Street in connection with
the coming Municipal Flections in Mer-
chant’s Quay- Ward. No other paper
published the statement. I am sorry they
did not, because I would have been af-
forded an opportunity of getting the
fullest satisfaction as far as my own cha-
racter is concerned, and I would have
been able to put Mr. O’Carroll in a most
unenviable position.  In other words, I
would have little difficulty in—to use
colloquial langudge—‘‘making him eat his
own words,”

Without further beating about the bush,
I wish to say emphatically that Mr.
O’Carroll has made a lying charge against
me—and a charge, moreover, he knows he
cannot. snbstantiate. I say this not so
much in my own personal interest as in
that of the Nationualists of the Ward who
include practically every straightforward
workingman therein, and who for the past
twelve years have chosen me as their re-
presentative in-the Municipal Council.

If THE IRrsH WORKER and Mr. O’Car-

roll think it proper to oppose me 1n my

candiglature they have, of course, a per-
fect right to do so, but he has no right to
utter a lie about iy personal character—

for a leitis, and a mean, deliberate one

~—rnor has THE IRiSH WORKER—that is,
if it wish to “rplay the game fair,” a
right to give it publication. I'd expect
at least this from the paper that every
week announces on it’s placard that it is
* the paper that tells the truth.” )

I further guarantee that if he can
prove his statement is true, I am pre-
pared to -place at”the disposal of any
charitable organization in Dublin a sum
of £50; but, on the othe hand, I ask,
In  all justice, that if this malicious
statement is not verified by Mr. O’Car-

‘roll, that he will immediately apologise

to me for his uncalled-for attack in-
the columns of the * Irish Worker,”
and otherwise as publicly as possible
by giving the name of the particular"
Food Inspector to whom he has refer-
red, and the date and place upon’
which he alleges that I interfered in
the way he mentions with the said
officer. ; .

As you have published an atrocious
and baseless charge against me, I
assume ycu will think it your duty to

I remain, yours faithfully,

JAMES VAUGHAN,

Representative Merchants’
Quay Ward.

This letter has been forwarded to-

2

CURTIS,

LETTERPRESS AND
LITHOGRAPHIO

e Trade ]
Unilon Shop.

PRINTER,

BOOKBINDER AND STATIONER;

i2 YTEMPALE LANN,
OFF DAUE BTREET.

High-Clagse Work

Wodarate Prices.

DURLIN.

Tererronn 2492,

Councillor O’Carroll, who will reply
next week. Look out for a treat,

[We pub.ish Councillor * James Vau-
ghan's communication, which, in our
opinion, was compiled by another per-
son and signed by James Vaughan.
The gross and libellous charge Coun-
cillor Vaughan fails to quote. *The
Irish Worker " always has, always will
give our opponents fair play. I wish
we could say the same for our oppon-
ents. Couucillor Vaughan boasts that
be "represents the working men . of
Merchants’ Quay. ' Will Councillor Vau-
ghan, who is such an upright man, tell

us who nominated all the candi-
dates named  Mooney when he
(Vaughan) was contesting the seat

upon the last occasion?
Mickey Swaine,
Ah! Jimmy, what about your daughter’s
birth certificate when you jobbed her
on the Technical Committee ? We deal
with this letter at length in our next
issue.

The Year—0ld and New.

The bells of the new year ringing,
The dawn of a year and a day ;
Like some weird wizards bringing,
Thoughts that I fain would stay.
The acts that still are waiting,
The kind words still unsaid ;
And the evil, I've been relating
Was not sin but youth misled.

(What about

The burthens I might have borne,
The pains that I might have eased,
The shelter, I might, to the shorn,
Have given for Him who pleased
To give with full-heart a measure,
So great that 1 might not say:
A joy, a hope and a treasure.
And God, that I should delay !

The bread that]I might have broken,
The mouths that I might have fed;
The unkind words now spoken
Come back on the speaker’s head.
To the souls that of hope were shriven,
To the hearts that were sad and sore;
How easily I might have given,
Some of His bounteous store,

The souls that were racked with sorrow,
The hearts that were bowed with grief;
LEach watching the mirage—"morrow
To bring to their pains relief,
The trifles that I've neglected,
The chances I let slip past;
On my memory now reflected,
Come troopinglike ghosts of the past.
But, ah list, the bells are pealing!
'Tis a joyous and glad refrain;
For the year that now is leaving
Will never return again,
But what of the year that's born,
What of cach hour and day ?
What of each night and morn,
And the things that we do and say ?

Each morn to help a brother,

© To carry his load, his pain,

And at mid-day to cheer another,
And at midnight to help again.

To bring smiles to the face that’s weary,
To raise the heart that is sad ;

To brighten the life that is dreary,
To make happy and hopeful and glad.

For a smile will chase a sorrow,

And a look a heart will please,
And the beggar’s mite to-morrow,

To your soul will bring its ease,
Such things are never wasted,

They bring a joy even here,
But what of the joys untasted,

In the realms beyond onr sphere ?

4n Ctaipin Oud

Coachman Mooney?)

One Penny per Week.

For the Best Possible Value

obtainable in Winter Boots.
' " "CALL TO

"DAVY GARRICK,

(The Leading Star Boot Stores.) |
61a & 62 Talbot St,and 22 Ellis’s Quay

: DUBLIN.
Men's Boots st 3/11, 4/6, 4/11, 5/11, 6/11 to 10/6.

o Pair,
Ladies’ Boots st 2/1l, 3/8, 3/11, 4/11, 5/11 to 8/11

Pair.
Lad.l‘es"ghoes at 1/8, 1/11, 2/6, 2/11, 3/11 to 6/11
Pair.
Boy;' Schools Bootsat 1/11, 2/8,2/11, 3/6, 8/11
to 5/11 » Pair.
Girls’ SchoolP Boots at"1/11, 2/6, 2/11, 3/6, 3/11
to 4/11 slr,
Chﬂé’re/n's.Boots at 10}d. 1/-, 1/3,1/6, 1/9 to
2/1L o Pair. . 44, s peis
Ctildzen's Qarpst Slippers, from . . .,
Women's Carpet Slippers, from 54d. a yair,, ﬂ..
Slippers in great Variety, . v
We do Repairs snd we do them riyht.
Best Materials and Workwansbip Only.

. Very Modesate Charges.

Our Stock for Value and Varicty is
" absolutely unrivalled.

Dry all Winter.

GeT the right kind of
ootwear at the start—
.some brand that is known.
Our Boots have earned a
reputation for flexibility,
solidity, and for being
waterproof, which is due
to the superior materials
and workmanship in their
making,

Army Bluchers, nailed or
sprigged, §/-
‘Whole-back Hand-Peg-
ged Bluchers, nailed or
plain soles, 6/-

Also Men’s and Ladies’
Walking Boots, 4/11, 5/11,
6/11, 7/11, 8/11.

BARCLAY & COOK,

104 & 105 TALBOT STREET;
§ STH. GREAT GEORGE'S STREET,
DUBLIN.

Go to~—

MURRAY'S

Sheriff Street,

FOR GOGD VALUE (N PROVISIONS
4BB QROCERIES,

Workers ! Support
the 0Oid Reiiable
Beat Warchouse.

NOLAN’S,
Little Mary Strest,

" The Oldsst Boot Warehounse in Dublisl
Irtaha\nde Rlunchars & Spa~iality,

Tarxrao¥ns 1266 asp 50y,

PAT KAVANAGH,

== PROVISIONS, s
Beef, Mutton and Pork.

GOOD QUALITY. FAIR PRICES,

74 to 78 Coombe; 87 Wexford Street ;
71 and 72 New BStroet; 4 Dean Street,

DUBLIN,

-t

Established 18B51.
For Reliable Provisions!
LEIGH’S, of Bishop St.

EF EVERY WORKINGMAN
B500LD JoIX
8¢, Brigid’s Christias Burial Scciety,
RINGSEND,

Large Divide at Christmas. Mortality
Benefits. Mests every Sundsy, 11 till 1 o'e,

Estd. 52 Years.

ALL WOBKERS should suppart The Workers
Bensfit Stores. (7s Vaw Birest. Groesrien
Eggs, Botter and Tea all of the heet st Lowast Prices

Eg-,- —WEAR— o B
Sl ag: y 2.

£ 4 <| Michasl's 3/8 Hats | & &

:‘ gé 77 TALBOT STREET. | &

;_8_( o Overcoats, 21,-, worth 27,6 :% g.

Den't Forget

Don't forget LARKIN'S
LITTLE SHOP FOR GOOD VALUR
in Chandlery, Tobaccos, Cigarsttes, &a.,

88 WEXFORD S8[I., DUBLIN.

—

—m—m]RIBH GOODS A BPECIALITY, e

James Larkin,
Plain and ‘Faney Baker,

72 MEATH STREET, DUBLIN.

Paro Wholsmoal asd Batiermilk Squares & specialit
THE WORKERS' BAKER,

ABK FOR LARKIN'S, LOAF.

Made by Trade DUnion Bakers,

‘Eaxt FARRINCTON'S BREAD.

SWEFTEAT AND BEST. THE IRISH WORKERE BAKES,

S G e oY et AR L LRl T
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"G 5. & Western Railway Co.'s
“ Sick ™ Fund.

It is, porhaps, permissible at this
juncture to glance back, and in the light
of r.cont ovents to examine past actions
and -iritulen, and discover whether the
writ r stands justified or condemuned.

1lariy ‘u the year now passed I drew
pubiic aitention to the unjust manner in
wlhich inembers of the above fund, who
had cxcreised their lawful right in mak-
ing their trade society their approved
. society uader the National Health Insur-
ance .Act, were being penalised by the
““ Almighty” Dent. I exposed the official
ignorance or haughty indifference of the
requirements of the Act manifested by
the many circulars, issued invariably at
the last inoment, by this imported,
highly-paid figurehead, compelling the
withdrawal of one circular after the
othier, until this evidently incompetent in-
diviituai staggered in at last on the lines
th.: could have been dictated by his

oft. v Loy, not to say by his junior clerk.
3{: «ismissal followed, of course, as a
“pactiral’ consequence, notwithstanding

th az-urauee publicly given by Sir Wil-
liai: Coukiing of the readiness of his
Bourd to hear and redress any griev-
ances possessed by any of the Company’s
employces. I was foolish enough not to
know Sir Willlam to be a liar, and
through the recognised channels for com-
plaint I dared to call attention to the
unjust treatment of Catholics in the
employment of that Company. An im-
- partial investigation would have more
than justified my complaints; but the
father of the carrion crow that in Eng-
land heaps upon the land of his birth
abuse more filthy than the manure from
which the family originally sprung could
hardly be expected to do justice to the
race his son decries. Without trial T was
convicted and condemned, thrown idle
upon the streets, with the gates of every
actory in Dublin, if not in Ireland,
osed in my face. The “ Leader,” as an
swerving champion of Catholic rights,
fecognised the justice of my complaints,
land, refusing to allow itself to be side-
tracked by unworthy motives, fearlessly
. spoke out its protests; and the ' Irish
Worker,” as a consistent advocate of fair
and impartial dealiny between all parties,
generously laid its columns at my dis-
posal. And while these two journals,
differing in many respects as widely as
the poles, united on a question of justice,
a guilty silence reigned thraughout the
ranks of our vaunted Catholic societies
and the columns of our putrid press.
The justice of my complaints could not
be denied; but Jim ILarkin assisting a
persecuted Catholic was a bitter, bitter
pill for thos= * trading”—I use the word
advisedly—under the guise of Catholicity,
who love to picture Jim as a soulless
ruffian, panting to pollute our altars, to
scatter our shrines, or burn our convents.
These picus hypocrites preferred to slink
aside while an effort was being made to
right a genuine grievance ; and then they
profane the man who feeds the poor chil-
dien of our city and rescues from the
cluiches of godless registry agents the
" feehle victims whom their foul conniving
would otherwise have driven upon the
strcets, and who helps in the noble work
to which they have not dared to put
their hand. - Such is life; but to return
to our subject. After my dismissal I
record with pain the fact that many, if
not most of the men I sought to serve, and
who prior to that event were frequent com-
panions, seemed to drop away. Possibly
they dreaded punishment as severe and
as unjust as my own. Consequently I do
not pretend to be familiar with all the
happenings concerning the sick fund
since my dismissal by the masters,
and must I add to their shame by the
men of Inchicore. I am not concerned
with the rumours about the workmen's
représentative committee receiving more
than generous compensation for their
labours, or the alleged sumptuous ban-
Gitet to which they were invited. But
T am concerned with Mr Dent’s circular,

. dsted 23rd December, 1912, and the
Actuary’s report, dated 30th of Novem-
ber, 1912, both dealing with the * Sick”
Fund, which would appear to be in a bad
way indeed. -
Triend Dent has not ceased to blunder

in his circulars. He wants on this occa-
sion the men to give their decision con-
cerning the report of the Actuary before
he has placed that report in the hands
of the men. Iast Monday's “Independ-
ent” published portion of a letter from
me protesting against the unjust demand
made of the men. 'The so-called *“ Free-
man’’ suppressed the letter altogether.
Many of the men had not received that
report by the date upon which their
decision was demanded. The circulation
of the report was not begun until after
12 o'tlock noon on Saturday, the 28th.
This might possibly be one of Mr. Dent’s
brilliant ideas of preventing the men
from having legal assistance in the mat-
. ter, for that undeniably is one’'of the
‘results of his actlon in delaying the
isse of a report which, according to
date, must have been a clear month in
his ~possession, until such a time on
Saturday when all the lawyers of the
city had closed their offices, and then
demading the men’s seply before their.
offices opened again for businéss on the
Monday following. Since writing the
foregoing, I learn that Mr. Dent has
once more withdrawn another of his
blundering circulars. So I shall now pass
‘on to the actuary’s report. ~ The first
matter 1 feel inclined to dispute is the
suggestion that ‘* any monies the fund
possesses are to be used, after paying off
such members as may desire to retire,
to form the nucleus of a wholly new
_society.”” As far as the National Health
Insurance Act is concerned all societles
paying its benefits commence life on the
“ pew,” and without funds other than
the contributions peid on behalf of its
members, together -with the grants - al-
jowed.  The Compsny took over the

management of the fund, they agrexd to

pay an annual allowance of £4o00, and

made membership ol the society practi-

cally a condition of employment. The"
men they cocrced into joining this
society discharged their obligations. Are
the Company then to be permitted to
forego theirs ?  Of course it will be
argued that the money belongs to the
members, and that they are at liberty to
use it as they may. Agreed; but then
are they getting all the money to which
they are lawfully entitled. = What of the
Company’s grants, and what of their
obligations ? .

Another matter that struck me as
being strange was that In considering
the basis of valuation of a society about

_to go out of existence that the calcula-

_ tion - of future liabilities and income
should mnot be restricted to the time
when it ceased to operate. Then the ad-
mission on the part of the actuary that
the perfect course had not been followed
in compiling the report renders the result
of his work so much waste paper. Can
he claim to have done his duty to the
members by accepting, unchallenged, the
published tables ? I am sure the men-
bers expected more from him than that.
As to the praise of the clerical stafi of

the G. S. & W. R. we can all join him
there.  Although the new ILocomotive
Superintendent does not seem to appre-
ciate their abilities when discussing the
staff with his workmen, as shown- in last
week’s WORKER. A '

The actuary’s comments on the ab-
normally large number of members who
claim sick pay will be best passed on
to the doctors. I am sure the number
would be still more increased had the
new plecework scheme been in exist--
ence during the time under review. The
suggestion that the funds previously
recommended” to be used to form the
nucleus of the new society should now
be employed to make good the deficiency
that may be found after the first valua-
tion shows an uncertainty that saps
one's confidence in the writer; and I
doubt if this second suggestioh mno
more than the first will find favour in
the eyes of the Commission; but to
proceed. In explaining the rationale of
the methods adopted in arriving at the
valuation, the actuary is more confusing
than the .confusion he  attributes to
others in another portion of . his report.
Although the members will change
grades as they advance in age and wages,

REPJRT OF MEET'NG MELD IN COUN-
CILL3R OREMLY'S SHUG (GORAER
CHARCERY-LANE) IN SUPPORT OF
MICKEY SWAINE. P

* it e’

REPORTER ~TOM. IRWIN, THE
R‘[VAL CANDIDATE.
Councillor O'Reilly in the Chair.
Precent—The Bird of 1ll-omnen, com-

mouly called ““ Sparrow ”’  Kelly | the
“bould ¥ M‘Intyre, Mickoy’'s official

1
speechmaker, and * Lodger Stuier’

Tiernan. Crowds outside minding their
own business. -

The Chairman, in his opening remartks,
stated that, after his exerticns in the
_oratorical line in the City Hall for the
" past two years, he felt unecqual to-the
task of making anything in the nature of

a lengthy speech. He wished to correct -

a statement he had made on a previous
occasion, to the effect that Irwin lived
in a top back in the buildings. That
~was not so. Top front was the spot, and
from that position he had an ugly habit
of looking on at things that happened
around his corner. He also promised to
have a bye-law passed in the City Hall
blotting oiut the buildings or granting him
power to- have his. own - public-house
moved, if necessary. ‘They were perfectly
well aware that he was never opposed to
anybody who lived in the buildings spend-
ing their- money in his house; but he
drew the line when they presumed to
enter the: City Hall, as they knew well
that it was no fit place for  anyone "to
administrate -in who worked for their
living.
chip-from*the bird.) v
~ Correspondence was then dealt with.
A letter was read from Councillor
Vaughan, promising Mickey all the help
of the Merchant’s-quay Ward that was
no use to himself, such as dummy lodgers
‘who would-only vote in his ward six or

seveu tintes, and would chance their arm. -

to do the samne in another ward. (Loud
applausa)) o o

Brother Cunniam stated that he had
received answers to the «uestions he put.
to Irwin— . S

1st. Where was he twenty years ago ?

2ud. What . he subscribed to the Parlia-«
mentary Fund.
3rd. What he ever done for Registra-
tion. . S ‘

Irwin stated that twenty years ago he.
was as busy as he could be learning to
work at the trade he was earning his

(Hear, hear, from Mac; chip-. ...

straightforward methods. He did not
mind tridling matters, such as smashing
windows whsre Irwin’s name was dis-
played, serenading Irwin at two o'clock
in the morning, or putting an odd voter
tosleep. He told those present’ not to
mind such claptrap as the name.of Par-
nell, or bands such as York street or
Ireland’s Owrn. As to the uncmploy-
ment guestion, they ail knew that the
people who never worked had his entire
support. The people who worked, that
is, those common folk who were knocked
idle now and again, would be looked
after by his opponent on the Courts of
Referees under the Unemployment Sec-
tion of thé Insurance Act. He con-
cluded by asking for three cheers for
the grand old motto, Live, but don’t
work.” . :
The “Stuffer’ being at the back of the
shop, the two cheers of the “Bird” and
“Mac”’ could be heard in the buildings
opposite. .
~A hearty vote of thanks to the Chair-
‘man for his eloquence brought the pro-
ceedings to a close. : '
“The nest meeting will be held in
Vaughan’s, and the Editor is advised to
‘send a reporter, as the present one will be
‘too busy to attend.
" Owing to the unpatriotic action of the
Dublin Evening Press in refusing to re-
* port meetings which are written in public
houses, except at advertisement rates, I
- am tempted to try your paper. .
' T. IRWIN.

MICKEY SWAINE, Es.

A Real © Spnﬂpon a Bogus
: 5. SE',L”

~“ A Bad Loser and a Person who caaaot
Pay Twenty Shillings er Less
in the Pound.”
.~ “ When the contest was over, I went
. to the big dressing room, and the talk
~was all of the decision, and whether Cur-
ran had won, or earned a draw. - One
- individual came in and expressed himself
very vulgarly, winding up with the asser-
tion that I ought to be in a sanatorium
instead of a boxing ring. = This person
was once a prosperous bookmaker. He

may be a bookmaker yet—and he may

also be prosperous—but I don’t know
and cannot vouch for his ability or wil-

the constitution of the society remains Jjving by, and any spare time he had he lingness to pay twenty shillings in the £

practically the same; for as old mem-

. spent it in attending Parrellite meetings

—or less—to those he may owe money

bers go out young members come in and ]| over Ireland with Vork-street Band to. He, no doubt, thought his remark

other members grow older. Why, then,
should his calculations be carred out
as on page 8? And as a resnit of this
method the valuation of tha society be-
comes £32,380, with a real value of
£9,204 3s. 6d. Why, Councillor John
Saturnus Kelly might do better than
that and yet get locked up. This
£9,204 3s. 6d. looks suspiciously like
members’ contributions alone, with added
interests. And, again I ask, what be-
came of the annual grants -of £400
undertaken by the Company? The
actuary makes no aliusion to them—or
are they themselves an illusion ?

I now come to the comic portion of
the report, which suggests that members

and later with Ireland’s Own Band, had
been at the head of every anniversary.
celebration in honour . of, Parnell, even
down to the unveiling of-the Montiment;’
also at the head of the Home Rule de-
monstration, likewise the Asquith proces-
sion, without being paid. As to subscrib-
ing to the Parliamentary Fund, the young
Irwins passed a resolution prohibiting
. him from parting for objects like this.
As to registration he confessed his neglect,
but promised to be more alive in the
future, especially in the matter of lodger
stuffs, as he was anxious to find out the-
expert who filled in the lodger claims,and
to have the opinions of the officials who
passed them. At this juncture ¢ Mac’

a- most witty and brilliant one, because
when 1 got into the ring to give my in-
“structions to Roche and Rowan, I heard

“ him repeat the remark about my being

in a sanatorium. "I made no reply,
though I thought that there were some
people I knew who ought to be either in
a lunatic asylum. or in an inebriate’s
~home, I had regarded the individual I
am referring to as a good sportsman—up
to last Thursday night. I had known
him' for some  considerable ' time, and
_always looked on him as a sport—a good
. winner and an ecqually good loser. But
my eyes.were opened when he came rav-
ing into the dressing room, and by the
~ time he had unburdened himself of his

wishing to retire be paid in proportion gand the «“ Sparrow” could hardly restrain - vulgar tirade, he had also unburdened me

of one penny for every twopence of
weekly contribution according to age.
man of thirty-seven joining the Com-

their indignation. Eventually the “Spar-
row” got on. his perch and expressed his
horror at any one who had wasted their

-of the good opinion I held of him asa
sport.- . ~
“1 am sorry Curran was beaten, be-

pany’s service—and men do join at that tjme learning to work looking for their  cause he is a lad I like very much,

age and older—and becoming a member
for, say, twelve months, would have
more to get out of the fund than an
apprentice who joined at sixteen and
. paid contributions for twenty years.
And the gentleman who makes this sug-
gestion describes the draft rules, that
makes no reference to age, but is guided
solely by wages received, as unscientific,
confusing, and unjust. Methinks, Mr,
Actuary, that the boot is on the other
foot. Imagine the Sick Fund getting
change of a sixpenny bit to discharge
its obligations to a member who, per-

haps, has paid in four or five pounds

at fourpence per week,

During the Strike of 1go2 some mem-
bers of my own trade society then dis-
missed were compelled to withdraw from
this fund. They were then paid a lump
sum of over f12; after the Strike they

" rejoined the fund, paid back the {12, and
have since paid in weekly contributions,
roughly about £17, which added to the
sum repaid gives f29. The actuary
would never given these men £4 8s. and
say we are clear, The whole suggestion
Js ridiculous if the Company wish to.
break up the society and free themselves
of their obligations. It is their wish an
not that of its members, and they should
be compelled to repay the members their
contributions in full.

Mr. Dent, whom the Board imported,
and whom the shareholders pay £72 per
week, is alleged to have reduced the
staff by a thousand hands, which con-
siderably impaired its efficiency, as proven
by recent accidents. Of that thousand
hands alleged to be dismissed, most, if
not all, were Catholics—many, no doubt,
had their homes and families, Well,
when Catholic shareholders, including
nuns, priests and bishops permit an im-
ported Englishman to dismiss Catholic
workmen, break up Catholic homes and
drive our Catholic Irish to emigrate or.

to the workhouse, and when the afore- -

mentioned shareholders pay this modern.
Oliver Cromwell £72 a week for doing the
- devil’s work, well such a man is justified
in believing that he will be permitted to
do anything, ‘

WiLLIAM P. PARTRIDGE.

7. P. ROCHHE, ",

34 NORTH STRAND, DUBLIN;

As Upto-Dats Establishosent. Trads Unio
Labour oaly em 1. Olasslingss, Ormfort. Antitc -
assptios umed. Eacorss e the Werkers' Canse. o

-

support.  As to Parncll, what qualities
did he possess in comparison to Mickey.
He could tell them for a fact that when
Mr. Asquith received the telegram an-
nouncing Mickey’s defeat that he would
drop Home Rule (shame, shame, from all
sides). : , .
The report of the Joint Committee. of
the Wood Quay and Merchants Quay
Housing and” Unemployment Committee
was then considered. - -
It was pointed out that owing to the
activities of Councillors Vaughan and
Swaine that this Committee started its
operations sooner than is usual. Com-
plaints were reccived {rom a large num-
ber of the tenants who occupied “the-
 houses that were. not buil ; that the
chimneys were smoking owing to the
entire absence of the roofs. The Secre-
tary was instructed to look after this
trifling matter. The unemployed  for.
_whom work had beenprocured wrote
stating that they were grateful for what
had been done for them; but pointed
our that they were still idle, The
““Sparrow " asked that this matter..be
“left in his hands, he undertaking to pro-~
mise all the unemployed who had votes
work in connection with the making of
the returns of his Approved Society to.
the Insurance Commissioners. A paper
was then read by the ‘Stuffer,””” en-
titled, “ Why I Objected to Miss Har- -
rison's Vote or Why I Was Employed
in the South Dublin Union.” This was
received with great enthusiasm, especially
the - grateful references to Vaughan and
Scully. : oo
“Mickey then addressed the meeting,
and at the outsct offered to lay those
present 10 to I that he would or he
wouldn’t, whichever they liked. When
he looked around at the large body of
‘supporters he could not dream of defeat,
and he was anxious that the victory

should be. won by peaceful, clean, and

: o ‘Pacxn 3582,
For FirstClass Privisons
af MODERATE PRICES,
_  CALL TO :
T. CORCORAN,
T vl T N,

2 Borth Stand Read

and one in whom I have taken a great
interest. But I cannot let partiality

- affect my judgment, and much as I

wanted Curran to win, I could not shut
my eyes to the fact that Greenstock
was the better boxer, and so I had no
alternative but to. declare him the win-
ner, with regrets that I couldn’t give it
to Curran, and that one whom I re-
garded as a sportsman had proved him-
self the reverse; but I regretted the
.- former more than the latter.”—J. Frank
Bradley in the “ Mirror of Life.”

The person alluded to above is, as our
readers will surmise, Mickey Swaine, of
“ Let-and-let-live ” notoriety. At the
previous show Mickey climbed into the
ring, and addressing the audience in the
manner beloved of Billy Richardson, of
Christy minstrel stump speech days, said
he was a sport, but he did not want to

use the ring for election purposes. How-

ever, they should not forget that he was
the first man who was ever elected to
represent sport municipally, Mickey has
again proved himself a liar. Patsy
Gregan, who was a sport, and a genuine
one, sat in the Council of the City of
Dublin as representative of the Rotunda
‘Ward years before the chamber was pol-
luted by the presence of the person to-
- whom Frank Bradley gives the castiga-
tion quoted above. And, strange to say,
the very crowd that have taken Mickey
to its bosom published a circular in which
attention was drawn to the alleged
'scandal of electing a prizefighter to the
City Council. Patsy was a prominent
member of the Nally Club, with which
Peter Maher, Jack Hackett, and a host
of sports, who were all good Irishmen,

‘were associated. Why, calling Mickey a

sport is enough to make poor Gregan
turn in his grave. So much for Mickey,
the alleged “ sport.” We think his career
is about finished as a corporator, and we
know it is finished as a ‘‘ sport,”

HORAN & SONS,

95 & 98 Gt Brunswick St, -

58 Upper Grand Canal Stree
6 Ssuth Lotts Road, Begg‘r";:th'ush,

1, 2 & 3 Seaforth Avenue, Sandymount,
Give Best Value ever offered.

Quality, Full Weight,
Competition.
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The Tale of a “Long” Umbrella.

The day I am taki=g out o! ths many
oxznested with my aziisle wes a v-ry wet
o03s. The ra'n wes pruring down
santly, end thoss who ware Iwcky emough

%> have an umbrells 200k good care to use

it for what the msnafso‘ursr inten’elis,
¥'z., to shisld the wesrer {rom ths rain.

Buat from & house on & roai off the

“North Strsnd (¢ xoad which bears the

mame of a bishoprio of Trelaad) sm old

w.man appearid st the door, snd, glano-
round he: (av if sxptot-
ing to see voxe wild animal rush at her),
she dartsd at full epred soross New-
comen-bridge, carry'ng su umbrells, not
for protsedon from the raiv, but wnder
8he omtinved her willowesr
t)l she resched a bailding in Awiess-
s'rest oxnpionous by the sign (whick I
osinot inform my readers the meanisg of)
of threa braw balls hanging from its
frons, j 2st above the doo~.

She laoked rouad har #gain, and dazied
tarcugh the door! OCurwsi'y mais ms
wate' and wait to see whit was the mean-
iag of thls strange baheviour, and, alter
#iitiag soms tweaty misu'es, the old
woman sappeaed agsis, bsaming in
smilav, not looking rou:d her no=, not
sesmisg §) careabrat saything now. Bul
oue thing I noticed psrtiozlaly was tist
#h¢ waa without $1e UMBRELLA. .

T wa'cvwed her sgain, and noticed she
turced dowa Osory-road snd entered a
hyase the-e. This performance, I belisve,
tikot p'a-e nsurly svery other week. Can
aay of my rea’es solvo the mystsry ?
“The unbrella wa1 Losg, aud in mystery

. sheoaded ; o o

Its owasr was shori, sad the momiag

was oluded.

Bat hs seat it > anole, whors a {ickel

was “wiit”;

83 wi'hout it poor Long hs must do for

s bit.” ;
o8B,

LOVE.
What is lova?—3id ysu ask me, child,

. nr;
Wili you think me strangs il I answer
slow ?
For the l{l“" will come, and you'll grow
: older, .
Aund the il’l.il.l T'll to'l you yoursslf will

ksow.
Yiu'll lisp the water, and hear the mur-
mur,
Ol the s'ream quick rushisg throagh
 yout hears and soul ; - _
Aud the barren wiater will be as summer,
Aad lil!ln'l sad cosaa havs a pleming
10
Y.u'll steal the swestnus from the
hoxeyed woodbins,
Oatring the lark is his morning sirals;
And words of folly will bs more divine,
Than facense burned at soms holy fane.
Y.w'll know it well, boy, when I ax alesp-

ing,
Beuesth the s2d in soms lonely dell ;
Its awerinuss tacticg, ita vigils keeping,
You'll kaow what is love thep, I canno}
tall you.
- An CLapin Oud.

BOOLEYISMS.
“ Thresh ivrybg iy‘bn: out th' ca-arls’)’

44 yieon th’ tally shest is worth two
ia the box.” .« o

“ N> mn is a hayro to his underiaker.”
asyro &0 hi

¢ don’t care who maekes the laws if I
oanm get out an inj. u:tio:-”

~“An Engl'shmsan appira ressrved

beoauze he can’s ?lk."

* #

‘I don’t care who gets the vote it I do

the coantin’.”
£ * @

hi‘ I”! yo can’t bate yor enemy disqualify
». . v @ '

* The Socislists, Hinusssy, ars like an
Eoglish fsmily : they don’s spake to each
other.”

. * £ @ .

“ I'm glad I'm poor,” ssid Mr. Hinneesy.
“Is gives yo losa o talk about, bat
t0 thiz k aboat,” :dd*l[x: ?.)::I:’y e

%03, wll,” siid Mr. Hinnemyy, * .

e Lind mate e SHCH

Mr. D.oley, *“ lave ue :

some iv th’ bh-: ou:lilvu.”’ Touatake
¢ I1£ I wss proud I cud say I seea mors

thia Julyus O:u:: i:u :u{xe:::to.”

 Mschavioal sciencs kas dne ivzyth!
£r me but help :lo.l’:’u'.“d netd 8
“ Wat & yo think iv &’
Pinusylvaura who ny‘: tb’ ﬁ-o.r:l d.:!‘hii:

is panneraia a ooal mine?” asked Mr.

H:noessy * Hay ho di
sated l[yr, Dool-;. vided

WEDDING RINGS.

Eagagement ond Koopor Rings
% SREXT VERIXTY.

th’ profits ?*

43
Bost Nowsetor all Kisds of{Wateh Rapaire

Years,

ALFRED ROCK, Waichuster caq

141 Sapel sirest& 30 Mary strgst.
BUBKIN, T

BOOTS FOR THE WORKERS,

Hw's Hynd-Peggsd Blachers, i4s. 4°.:
dmvhne,&g. el
Meii's Bax Calf and Chroma, Stisckad Sorewsd
€s. 11d.; worth &0ﬁ3 " end '
Women's B x-Calf and Glace Kid Ba .
worth 6a 61 ™,

v~ 2R

The Best Range of Children's Boots
in Dublin

78 TALBOT STREET.

TWINEM BROTHERS' ™2,

The Workingman's Beverage,

TWINEM BROTHERS' Dolphin Sauce,
The Workingmau's Relish.

Factory—08 8.0. Road, and 31 Lowe
Olanbrassil Street. 'PHONE 6258,

"PHONE 2513,
& ASK FOR

GALLAGHER'’S

MineralWaters
~ Only Firm in the world usin

Irish Trade-Mark Bottles,

All Manufactured in Ringsend.
Factory—58 & B0 Bridgefoot Street,

Xmas Presents.

Tobacco, Cigars, Cigarettes and
Fancy Goods, at

P. CONWAY & €O,

3t Exchequer Street and 102 Aungier St.

PROVISIONS !

For the Best Quality at the Lawest
Prices in town GO TO

KAVANAGH'’S

1 Bth. King Streat; 41 Summerkll]
- asd § Disskhall Plass.

COAL.

Foz best qualities of Houss Coals deliveted
in large or small quantities, at City Prises,

.. ORDER FROM ..

P. O'CARROLL,
BLACK LION.
onfipnns INCHICORE

F“I‘E‘I‘s Funeral Emili:inuﬂg

54 AUNGIER STREET, DUBLIN,
Established more than Halle-Ontery,
Oofins, Hearses, Coaches, and every
Funeral Boguisite.
Trades Union and Irish-Ireland Houm
Punotuality and Economy Gaarsatesd.
Telepbons No. 12

Yoa Can’t Afford to Look Old !

Dr. KING’S Hair Restorer

Keeps your Hair from getting Greys
Shilling Bottles. Made in Irelsads

LEONARD'S MEDIOAL :HALL8
19 Noiéh Karl Strest and 38 Heary Girest, Dublis

N, J. BYRNE'S Toce Son

39 AUNGIHR STREBT
(OPPOSITE JACOBS)

FOR ety well avp PLEG

e

BUTTER.
S

Farmers’ Pure Butter,

Creamery 1s. 2d. aud 1s. 3d. per Ib.
Branded Irish Heads 3d. per Ib.
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Patk. J. Whelan,
82 QUEEN STREET.
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